of pilgrimage to which people brought their mentally afflicted relatives, in the expectation that they would be miraculously cured : it was the Lourdes of its day.
Nowadays, Gheel is still celebrated although no longer as a centre of miraculous cures; instead it is studied with respect as the prototype of the methods of "community care" for the psychiatrically handicapped which have quite recently begun to attract so much attention.
It is interesting, in the light of some recent discussion of this subject, to Lancet, ii, 884-886. 
